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struct, they should never forget the dignity of their mission, nor 
condescend to sacrifice truth and elegance to the absurd exigencies 
of a corrupted taste. 

Never perhaps were books of travels so much read as now. 
This has induced every tourist to give to the world the account of 
his rambles under all kinds of titles. The corruption of that kind 
of writing has followed as a natural consequence. If therefore we 
would wish accounts of travels and voyages, those elements of geo- 
graphical science, to maintain their proper station in the estima- 
tion of enlightened Europe, we cannot too strongly recommend 
attention to that most attractive part of such accounts — Picturesque 
Description. 



III. — On the Eruption of the Volcano of Cosigiiina, in Nica- 
ragua, 17th January, 1835. By Colonel Don Juan Galindo, 
corresponding Member R. G. S. L. 

One of the most stupendous convulsions of the globe, ever 
known in America, took place last January in the eruption of the 
volcano of Cosigiiina, situated in Nicaragua, one of the states of 
Central America, and near the eastern promontory of the bay of 
Conchagua, which separates the waters of the Gulf from the Pa- 
cific*. It has never been known to break out before. 

The following is an extract from a letter, written by myself, 
and dated February 7 : — 

" Still in ignorance respecting the precise theatre of the volcanic 
eruptions of last month, I can as yet only state my former mis- 
taken conjectures respecting it, and others of the same class, to which 
it gave rise throughout Central America. 

" Near Salama, the chief city of Verapas, being on the road from 
Guatemala to the port of Isabal, I distinctly heard, on the night 
between the 16th and 17th of January, continued noises similar to 
those produced by volcanic eruptions, yet with something particular in 
the sounds, which made them rather resemble the discharge of single 
large guns. 

" On the night of the 22nd I was also bivouacking on the banks of 
the Polochic, about thirteen leagues from Isabal. Here the apparent 
firing again began about 11 p.m., the guns, as we supposed them, be- 
ing heard at regular intervals. Both my men and myself had been 
accustomed, during our whole lives, to hear volcanic eruptions in all 
parts of Central America ; yet for some hours we entertained not the 
least doubt that the noise was produced by artillery, and that it pro- 
ceeded from the direction of Isabal. I could not therefore but con- 
clude that an action was taking place in that port ; though again re- 
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fleeting on the improbability of such an event, a conjecture occurred 
to me that the commandant, in some extraordinary state of inebriation, 
was celebrating his installation, his birth-day, or some other event. I 
thus continued in the utmost uncertainty, being, indeed, more and 
more puzzled by the long continuance of the firing. Towards 
morning, it is true, the noise became confused, and consequently 
more resembled ordinary volcanic eruptions ; yet I resumed my boat 
journey down the river with considerable doubts on my mind, and the 
first canoe I met coming up the river I questioned particularly as to 
the state of Isabal. Nay, though the appearance of the men in her 
was that of fishermen, I had a strong suspicion for some time that 
they were soldiers in disguise, and that their arms were concealed in 
the bottom of the boat ; other travellers however subsequently dis- 
pelled my doubts. 

" I observed nothing remarkable in the atmosphere or appearance 
of the night of the 22nd, and no ashes fell near me, as I have since 
heard fell in other places. Neither were ashes seen in Isabal, and 
the inhabitants there supposed that a volcanic eruption had taken 
place in some mountain to their south. In Omoa they had the same 
idea. In Truxillo showers of ashes fell, and there it was also supposed 
that the sound proceeded from some mountain due south of them. In 
San Salvador, the federal city, the eruption was supposed to have 
been of the volcano of San Vicente, a day's journey to the east ; the 
heart of the indigo country was said to be destroyed by it, and forty 
thousand inhabitants to have perished! But subsequent accounts 
have shown the falsity of all these conjectures." 

Of the same date with the above is the official report from Leon, 
the capital of Nicaragua, as follows : — 

" On the 20th of January, in the morning, the inhabitants of the 
town of Masaya heard, toward the north-east, some faint volcanic 
sounds, whilst those of the town of El Viejo also saw, high up in the 
air, a sheet of fire rising perpendicularly, which presently declined 
towards the north. This was the same appearance which was observed 
in the department of Segovia, where, at the same time, some reports 
were heard, and some slight shocks were experienced, 

" In this city (Leon) and in the department of Granada, the cata- 
strophe was not perceptibly felt until the dawn of the 25th, when the 
eruption developed itself to such a degree, that the sky was darkened, 
and continued to deepen till eleven in the morning, when the district 
was enveloped in the most fearful darkness, terrific reports being at the 
same time heard, and showers of calcined lava being precipitated over 
the whole face of the country. 

" This scene, which, though natural, was at the same time so dread- 
ful, produced in the minds of all the most terrible impression. It 
was attributed to the Divine anger ; and the people ran in crowds to 
the temples to implore the mercy of Heaven. The garrison of the 
town at the same time kept up incessant discharges of cannon and 
musketry, which was done by order of the government, by the advice 
of some intelligent chemists, who thought that by such means, by let- 
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ting off rockets, lighting fires, and causing all the church bells to be 
rung, the atmosphere might be cleared. 

" Equally astonishing was the quickness with which, on the 23rd, all 
the atmosphere was obscured, throughout the department of Nicaragua, 
towards the south-east. The darkness thence moved gradually towards 
Nandaime, where, about three o'clock in the afternoon, the obscurity 
extended to the town of Rivas. The same thing occurred in the 
department of Granada, the towns in which suffered nearly to the same 
extent as that of Leon ; at Matagalpa, in Segovia, the darkness lasted 
thirty-six hours. 

" Fortunately, not a single life was lost, and though some cattle 
were destroyed in the immediate neighbourhood of the mountain where 
the eruption occurred, it does not appear that the damage was any 
where so great as was imagined at the period of the catastrophe. 
The sand and ashes which were scattered over the plains, rather con- 
tributed to fertilize them ; a fact that was well ascertained in some 
places on which rain fell a few days afterwards, where the plants 
showed a most luxuriant appearance, the pasture rose rapidly, and 
everything seemed to promise a forward spring." 

The following is also the translation of a Report, dated January 
29th, from the commandant of Union, a sea-port situated on the 
western shore of the bay of Conchagua, and the nearest place of 
any consequence to the volcano : — 

" On the 20th instant, day having dawned with usual serenity, at 
eight o'clock, towards the south-east, a dense cloud was perceived of 
a pyramidal figure, and accompanied by a rumbling noise. This con- 
tinued rising until it covered the sun ; at which elevation, about ten 
o'clock, it separated to the north and south, accompanied by thunder 
and lightning. Finally, it covered the whole firmament about eleven, 
and enveloped every thing in complete darkness, so that the nearest 
objects were invisible. The melancholy howling of beasts, the flocks 
of birds of all species that came to seek, as it were, asylum amongst 
men, the terror which assailed the latter, the cries of the women and 
children, and the uncertainty caused by so rare a phenomenon, all 
combined to overcome the stoutest heart, and fill it with apprehen- 
sion. At four p.m., the earth also began to quake, and continued in 
a perpetual undulation, which gradually increased. This was followed 
by a shower of phosphoric sand, which lasted till eight p.m., on the 
same day; when a heavy and fine powder, like flour, began also to 
fall. Thunder and lightning continued the whole night ; and the 
following day (the 21st), at eight minutes past three p.m., there was 
so long and violent an earthquake, that many men, who were walking 
in a penitential procession, were thrown down. The darkness lasted 
forty-three hours, making it indispensable for every one to carry a light, 
and even with their aid it was impossible to see clearly. 

" On the 22nd it was somewhat less dark, although the sun was not 
visible ; but, towards the morning of the 23rd, tremendously loud thun- 
der-claps were heard in succession like the firing of pieces of artillery 
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of the largest calibre, and this fresh occurrence was accompanied by 
increased showers of dust. 

" From day-dawn of the 23rd until ten a.m., a dim light only served 
to show the most melancholy spectacles. The streets, which, from 
the rocky nature of the soil, are full of inequalities and stones, 
appeared quite level, being covered with dust. Men, women and chil- 
dren, were so disfigured, that it was impossible to recognise any except 
by the sound of their voices or other circumstances. Houses and 
trees, not to be distinguished through the dust which covered them, 
had the most horrible appearance ; yet, in spite of these appalling 
sights, they were preferable to the darkness in which we were again 
plunged, after the said hour of ten, and which was as complete as 
during the preceding days. The general distress which had been 
previously somewhat assuaged was thus renewed ; and although 
leaving the place was attended with imminent risk from the wild 
beasts which sallied from the forests, and sought the towns and high 
roads (as happened in the neighbouring village of Conchagua and 
this town, into which tigers thrust themselves), yet another terror 
was superior ; and more than half the inhabitants of Union went forth 
on foot, abandoning their homes, well persuaded that they should 
never return to them, since they prognosticated the total destruction 
of the town, and fled with dismay for refuge to the mountains. 

" At half-past three on the morning of the 24th the moon and a 
few stars were visible, as if through a curtain, and the subsequent 
day was clear, although the sun could not be seen, since the dust 
continued falling ; having covered the ground all round about to the 
thickness of five inches. 

" The 25th and 26th were marked, like the 24th, with frequent, 
though not violent earthquakes. The cause of all this has been since 
ascertained to be an eruption of the volcano of Cosiguina, which burst 
out on the 20th. I am also informed, that on the island of Tigre, in 
that direction, the showers of the 21st were of pumice stones of the 
size of a pea, and some even as large as a hen's egg. The earth 
quaked there also more than here ; but no houses or other buildings 
were thrown down. 

" Many of our people are afflicted with catarrhs, head-aches, sore 
throats, and pectoral affections ; resulting, doubtless, from the dust. 
Several persons are thus seriously unwell ; and yesterday, a girl of 
seven years old died with symptoms of an inflammatory sore throat. 
The cattle in the neighbourhood are also suffering ; and flocks of birds 
are, found dead, lying in the roads and floating on the sea. 

" The showers of dust lasted till the 27th." 

The following is a subsequent report from the same officer, 
dated February 26th : — 

" On the 9th of the current month a commission went from this 
port to observe the volcano ; but could not recognise the coast with 
perfect distinctness, or throughout its entire extent, in consequence 
of the clouds of smoke which still covered the plains. A forest, which 
appeared to be as old as the creation, was however found to have dis- 
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appeared. Two islands were formed in the sea, one eight hundred yards, 
and the other two hundred yards long : they consist of pumice-stone 
aud mineral earth, with a quantity of pyrites of a golden colour, and 
having a coppery smell. It appears that some shoals have been also 
formed in the sea ; in one of which a large tree is fixed upside-down. 
The river Chiquito, which ran towards the north-west, is completely 
choked up ; and another river, six yards broad, has sprung up, run- 
ning in the opposite direction. 

" A party proceeded from the town of El Viejo, to make another 
reconnaissance, by which it was established that the farm-houses of 
Sapasmapa and Cosiguina, situated in the immediate vicinity of the 
volcano, have disappeared. From the first farm not a single head of 
cattle had escaped : in the latter, three hundred quadrupeds were 
found remaining, but in so weak and wretched a condition that they 
are now dying. Within the limits of the eruption are found the re- 
mains of all kinds of quadrupeds and birds. A vessel, with a crew 
of seven men, which on the 20th of last month was near the coast, 
has doubtless perished, since no information respecting it has been 
received. The Columbian galley Boladora, which left Acapulco on the 
20th ult. for Realejo, experienced the darkness at twenty leagues from 
the shore, as well as such a copious shower of dust, that the crew 
were apprehensive of being suffocated ; and were occupied forty-eight 
hours in clearing the vessel with spades. Not being able to make 
for Realejo, on account of the darkness, they directed their course to 
Caldera, with the full conviction that the whole state of Nicaragua 
had disappeared. 

" The volcano continues vomiting fire and smoke, and causing at 
intervals a trembling of the earth.'' 

These eight lives lost, and two farms destroyed, appear to have 
been nearly the extent of the damage done. 

Persons at some distance from Quesaltenango supposed that 
the eruption proceeded from the volcano near that city. The noise 
in that direction is known to have been heard as far as Oaxaca. 
Three hundred and fifty miles in a direct line from Cosiguina, at 
the port of Belize, in the Bay of Honduras, the British autho- 
rities were doubtful whether the firing on the night of the 22nd 
proceeded from a man-of-war in distress, or a naval action : in 
case of the first, the Superintendent ordered the guns of the fort to 
answer, to show that he was sending assistance. In the interior 
of the settlement of Belize, the inhabitants universally believed 
that an enemy's force was attacking the town. At Peten, to the 
westward of Belize, it was currently believed that an insurrection 
had broken out of the slaves in the British settlement. At King- 
ston and the other southern ports of Jamaica, more than eight 
hundred miles from Cosiguina, the sound was at first supposed to 
proceed from the British man-of-war Fly, cast on the Pedro 
Bank ; but the ashes, which subsequently fell, speedily proved 
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that a volcano was the origin. At Santa-Marta, in New Granada, 
the noise was supposed to be caused by the firing of the same 
vessel in distress. Captain M'Quhae, who commanded the Fly, 
and who was in the harbour of Carthagena, accompanied the go- 
vernor of that port in a reconnaissance, both fearing that the firing 
proceeded from some vessel in want of succour. The noise in 
that direction was heard as far as Bogota. Everywhere the noise 
was supposed to proceed from the immediate vicinity.* 



IV. — Account of Lough Erne. By Lieutenant J. Wolfe, R.N. 

Lough Erne lies almost entirely in the county of Fermanagh, 
which it traverses from one end to the other. Its limits are con- 
sidered to extend from Beleek, on the N.W., to Belturbet, on the 
S.E., a direct distance of about thirty-five English miles ; but for 
some distance on each side of these towns it is so narrow as merely 
to deserve the name of a river. It offers the greatest extent of 
inland navigation of any of the lakes in Ireland, though, from the 
number of islands with which it is studded, it does not contain the 
same area of water as Lough Neagh. 

Its waters do not appear to possess any peculiar qualities, such 
as the petrifying properties of Lough Neagh, but they have a harsh 
unpleasant taste, and are not considered wholesome to drink. The 
constant use of them has been known to give fever to a regiment 
quartered at Enniskillen, which lost as many as three men a day. 
At the season of gathering the flax they are particularly unwhole- 
some, from the quantity of that article 'drowned,' or laid to soak, 
along the shores. 

The lake abounds in wild duck, and during the winter is visited 
by large flocks of wild geese. Of marine birds, the common 
gull and the tern are occasionally seen ; also the white eagle. 
Along the shores may be found snipe, curlew, and plover. The 
varieties of fish are, — salmon, trout, pike, perch, bream, eels, 
herrings, roach, tench, and shads. 

The lake is generally divided into the qpper and lower lakes ; the 
town of Enniskillen forming the point of separation, and nearly 
equidistant from either extreme. 

The Lower Lake. — This is by far the largest and deepest of the 

* With the above may be compared an account of the same catastrophe published 
in the 42nd Number (August, 1835) of the Nautical Magazine. The facts stated are 
nearly the same in both. His Majesty's ship Conway, cruizing at the time in 
the Pacific, in lat. 7° N., long. 105° W., met with the same clouds of dust, appa- 
rently of pumice, with many fragments of the stone also floating, through a space of 
nearly forty miles from north to south. 



